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THE FRIENDS OF DEBENHAM HIGH SCHOOL 
 
 
Minutes of the Committee Meeting held on  
Tuesday, 30th September 2008 
 
 
Attendees: 
Jane Baldwin, Andrew Bloom, Sarah Carruthers, Elizabeth Clarkson, Mike Crawshaw, 
Lucy Fawkner, Peter Gudde, Claire Harrison, Verity Mole, Sam Robinson,  
Clare Sheehan, Kim Townley, Catherine Warren, Les Wright 
 
 

 

1.  Apologies Action  
Sheila Jansen. Required 
  
2.  Review of Last Meeting  
Mike Crawshaw welcomed everyone to the meeting and called for 
nominations for the new roles of Chairperson, Treasurer and Secretary. 

 

  
3.  Treasurer’s Report  
In Sheila Jansen’s absence, Mike Crawshaw presented everyone with 
copies of the Treasurer’s Report and passed on the message that Sheila 
had agreed to continue as Treasurer if no other nominees came forward. 

 

  
3.  Election of Chairperson 2008-9  
Peter Gudde agreed to take on the role of Chairperson along with Claire 
Harrison as the Vice Chair. 

 

  
4.  Election of Secretary  
Verity Mole and Kim Townley agreed to become Joint Secretary.  
  
5.  Election of Treasurer  
Elizabeth Clarkson and Catherine Warren agreed to become Joint 
Treasurer. 

 

  
Additional note regarding new officer posts:  
 Les Wright offered his assistance in any of the above officers roles if and 
when required. 

 

  
6.  Future Events  
  
Quiz Evening – Friday, 14th November  
This event has been referred to as the Christmas Quiz.  The Committee 
asked whether it should be given a more appropriate name 
considering it is taking place in November.  The Autumn Quiz?  The 
Family Quiz?  A decision was not decided upon.  Mike Crawshaw 
explained that it should have been taking place nearer Christmas time but 
that there were just too many other functions happening then.  

All  
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Mike Crawshaw is licensed to run a bar at these occasions.  The School 
Office keeps the licence up to date and Peter Runnacres (the outgoing 
Chairperson) has offered to run the bar for this next event. 

 

  
Mike Crawshaw detailed the arrangements required for the Quiz Evening.   
Quiz Evenings are always a sell out success, where families and the 
school can socialize together.  The event is more about bringing parents, 
teachers and children together for a successful social event rather than 
making a large profit.  Teams consist of up to eight people.  We will need 
to advertise that smaller groups will be put together to make up 
teams of eight.  The Committee will need to get together a group of 
four or five people to set up the room beforehand on the day.   

CH 
All 

  
Tickets are sold in advance but people are also encouraged to turn up on 
the night. 

 

Last time there were a number of people who turned up on the night and 
the food had to be stretched to feed more than expected.  There are 
usually 160 – 170 to cater for.   

 

  
Sarah Carruthers offered to co-ordinate a team to arrange the food 
requirements.  Lucy Fawkner, Kim Townley, Catherine Warren and 
Elizabeth Clarkson offered their help in preparing the food.  At the last 
quiz night the food was presented on each table with a basket of 
baguettes cut into smaller pieces along with a tray of various cheeses fruit 
and salad.   

SC, LF, KT, 
CW, EC 

  
Sam Robinson and Clare Sheehan offered to assist Peter Runnacres in 
running the bar.  Sam Robinson suggested that Steve Magnall be 
contacted in his capacity as Operations Director at Green King Breweries 
in the hope that he may be able to offer a good deal on the beer. 

SR, CS 

  
Peter Gudde asked whether a budget was set for the food and 
refreshments.  Sarah Carruthers explained that sensibly priced food would 
be purchased to provide a simple but satisfying meal. 

 

  
The team organising the food will arrange a separate meeting before 
the Quiz Evening to finalise details.  The bar team will liaise with 
Peter Runnacres before the event. 

SC, LF, KT, 
CW, EC 
SR, CS 

  
The Quizmaster is David Clear (Deputy Headmaster).  Raffle tickets are 
sold at the door.  Prizes will need to be sourced for the raffle.  Andrew 
Bloom to produce an email requesting prizes. 

All 
AB 

  
Claire Harrison will produce a flyer to be sent home before Half Term 
advertising tickets for the event and to resource tickets to be sold in 
advance.  Between 150 – 180 tickets will be needed.  The tickets will be 
on sale through Reception and cost £5.00 per adult and £3.00 per student. 

CH 

  
Les Wright asked whether tickets for the event can be sold to children if  
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alcohol is available on the premises.  Mike Crawshaw and Andrew Bloom 
explained that tickets were only sold to adults as are the raffle tickets.  
Raffle prizes, if inappropriate for children, must be collected by the 
parents.  Jane Baldwin asked whether we could have two separate raffles 
- one for adults and one for children, but maybe this would be too much to 
organize in time for this forthcoming quiz.  It was agreed to wait and see 
what prizes came in for the raffle before the decision was made whether to 
have one or two raffles. 
  
Jane Baldwin suggested that we use the Friends Quick Link on the school 
website to advertise the Quiz Evening.  Les Wright to liaise with Julie 
Norman in the School Office to post news about the Friends Committee on 
the website. 

LW 

  
Prizes needed for the Quiz winners: All 
 SC 

- overall winning team - larger tin of variety chocolates and the 
winners plate 

 

- highest scoring children only team – tin of chocolates suitable 
for sharing 

 

- losing team – wooden spoon – Sarah Carruthers to supply 
spoon. 

 

  
Lucy Fawkner asked how young are the children who attend the event?  
Mike Crawshaw said there were a few younger children last time but the 
event does not close until around 10.30 p.m. so it probably would not be 
suitable for the younger ones. 

 

  
Peter Gudde encouraged the committee members to bring along partners 
to help at the event as well as taking part in the quiz. 

 

  
Spring Term Social Event  
An event needs to be planned for the Spring Term.  Mike Crawshaw talked 
about previously successful fundraising social events; 

 

  
Auction of Promises – have had 3 in the past – very successful in raising 
funds but would need a team to prepare for a few months in advance of 
the event.  

 

  
The Ball which enabled the school to have specialist status.  
  
Themed food evenings – always successful.  Last year’s French Evening 
raised over £1,000.  The Thai food event was very popular. 

 

  
Sam Robinson recalled a pampering evening and fashion show.  
  
Debenham Leisure Centre is used for such events.  DHS is given free use 
of the venue, with the Leisure Centre taking the bar profits.  Both the 
Leisure Centre and Sarah Pink need to be booked if a themed food event 
is decided upon. 
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The Committee discussed why more parents do not come along to the 
social events.  Jane Baldwin suggested that an art exhibition evening with 
wine and nibbles might attract a different group of parents.  Andrew Bloom 
explained that there is already a similar event that the children and 
teachers host. 

 

  
The Christmas Fayre was not going ahead this year as it was becoming a 
bit tired. 

 

  
The next Year 6 Open Evening will be on Wednesday, 15th October.  The 
school will need a few members of the Committee to mingle with the 
visitors and serve refreshments.  Peter Gudde and Claire Harrison will 
be present. 

PG, CH 

  
It was suggested that the Committee ask all parents to complete a 
questionnaire about what social events they would be interested in.  Mike 
Crawshaw mentioned a school that he knows who stopped trying to raise 
funds and just asked parents to make a financial contribution.  Apparently 
it was extremely successful. 

 

  
It was decided that the Friends should publicise why they exist in 
comparison to a PTA and what they do.  With the new Committee now 
in place it would be an appropriate time to introduce ourselves and 
encourage others to become involved. 

CH, PG 

  
An idea of children teaching/showing parents what they do at school and 
their talents and gifts was suggested as a fundraiser event.  Verity Mole 
to put together ideas.  Mike Crawshaw liked the idea of children leading 
their parents and mentioned Mr Rockett being both a teacher and a 
parent.  Andrew Bloom thought that using four or five faculties would be a 
possibility. 

VM 

  
Another meeting date was made to discuss the Spring Social Event in 
more detail.  It will be on Tuesday, 2nd December at 7.30 p.m. 

 

  
7.  Mini-bus Appeal  
Andrew Bloom will be looking at a potential replacement for the almost 
defunct mini-bus.  John Grose have a two year old suitable vehicle 
available at the cost of £12,000.  The Friends agreed to put £4,000 
towards the payment.  

EC, CW 

  
Mike Crawshaw, on behalf of Mary Lamb, the teacher responsible for 
textiles, made a request to the Friends for funding towards the cost of new 
printing equipment.  This new printer, a heat press, can print onto a variety 
of materials and surfaces and would be used by other departments in the 
school as well as producing fundraising opportunities.   The Friends 
agreed to pay £920 towards a total cost of £1, 843. 

EC, CW 

  
Another request from the teaching staff was made for aprons.  £45.00 EC, CW 
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would enable all children taking part in art classes at the same time to 
have an apron each.  The Friends were pleased to contribute the 
£45.00. 
  
8.  School News  
Andrew Bloom commented on how well all new staff have settled in this 
term.  He mentioned, in particular, Mrs Ramsay, the new Assistant Head, 
responsible for Pastoral Care. 

 

  
Mike Crawshaw talked about the Commemorative Assembly to be held on 
Thursday, 23rd October.  The school are fortunate enough to have David 
Bell, Chief Inspector of Schools to present the prizes.  He is the most 
senior civil servant for education in the country and he wrote to the school 
to ask if he may volunteer his services.   Peter Gudde will be attending. 

PG 

  
  
9.  AOB  
Mike Crawshaw talked about the new building work.  The work is expected 
to be completed by Christmas, but may roll over into the New Year. The 
new block will house two classrooms, two offices, a lift and a connecting 
bridge to the Library.   

 

  
The current bid placed with the Department for Children, Schools and 
Families stands at £5.25M.  A response was expected before the end of 
September.   Mike Crawshaw explained the aim of having 130 children in 
all year groups throughout the school.  If successful, the money would be 
spent on various projects to update the school’s facilities.  Mike Crawshaw 
said that there is just not enough space at present and it is holding us 
back.  This money would enable the school to increase their infrastructure 
and to continue to move forward. 

 

  
10.  Date of Next Meeting  
The next meeting is set for Tuesday, 2nd December at 7.30 p.m.  
  
  
The meeting ended at 9.30 p.m.  
  
 
 


